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TO THE 
WORSHIPFVL, 
Mr Hvmenuney BrROvvNg, 
Increaſe of Grace, and 
the [avins knowledge 
of 1c/us Chriit. 


ENS Mongſt other 
wr /ANEXEZ Dorines here- 
rotore gathered 
. from my Text, 
Via Act. 24.14.15. 
16, Welearned, that, Wee are to 
round our Faith onely ypon the Word 
written, Which Dodrine aroſe 
out of this Obſervation, That © 
Puldoth not lay, He beleeved 
= 


IS} 
2 
fs 

io bi 
ho ct 


CE DD I I TTY I — 0 Ae Ie re Oo G4 Woe. we 


all chings whatſoever as direc-, | 
tions of hjs worſhipping the 
God of his Fathers ; but Belce- 
ving all things written in the 
Law, & the Prophets, {go wer- 
ſhipI, &c. This point 15 wor- 
thy due conlideration, in theſe 
prevaricating times, wherein 
Papiſts doc lo fearctully decline 
the IVord written, and runnevnto 
Traditions, which they call Yn- 
ritten Verittes 3 though indeede 
Traditional ery tyes3 they runne 
(1 fay ) vnto theſe,as vnto the 
rockec of their refuge. For if 
chey could, but in ſhew, wſt1- 
hetheir AncichriſtianTdolatry, 
and Superſtitions by the Word | 
- Tritten, how boaſting they | 
would then be, may appear 
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by their catching at ſyllables 
" | © thereof, which found,in phan- 


| talticall eares, to ſome of their 
purpoſes. So that Chriſt his 
cenſure vpon the Scribes and 
Phariſes, may be itſtly layd Vp- 
on them, viz: Ne haue made the 
Word * written of none authoritite by *Mat.t 9.1.64] 
your Traditions : But Whoſoever | 
ſpeaketh not according to this 
Word, it is becaufe there is no 
light 1n them *, For the whole *H 5. xe. 
Scripture « thatis, The Word 
written )1s given by Infpita- 
tion of God, and is ptofitable 
to teach, to convince, to cor- 
re, andto inſtrutt in righte- 
ouſneſle, that the man of God 
' may be abfolure, being made k 
perfect vnto all good works ©, *:Tim. 2.65. W 
- Among * : 
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Amongſt « other V ſes of the 


fayd Doctrine, this was one, ' 
It weareto ground our faith 
only vpon the Word written, 

\ then all, who are wife vnto 
Salvation, mult ailigently read 
the ſame; or, If hey cannot 
reade, diligently heare them 
read in publique Congregati- 
ons, & els-where, as they n may. 
For to what ende was the 
Word of God committed to 
Writing; bur that Gods people 
ſhould reade, or heare it read 
diligently ? Therefore let vs re- 
ligiouſly take to heart,and con- 
fider the wile exhortation of 
our Maſter Chrilt, Viz: Search 

th the Scriptures, For in them Jee thinke 

A. ot 39; fo haue eternall life. Wherein ob- 
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ferue,that He calleth the word 
of God Scriptures, that is,WWritings, 
and not onely ſo,but The Scrip- 


tures, thar 15, Writings Incom- 


parably excclling all other. 
For ( indced ) they are given 
by inſpiration of God. There- 
fore we are to ſcarch them. 
Which word Search, implicth 


Diligence. As ela we arc 


exhorted*® to Search for the KnoW- 
leage of God ds for Treaſures. But 
how are Vvritin gs {carched 0- 
therwiſe, than by diligent rea- 
ding ? Thus did the Nobly- 
min ad Bereans * S-arch the Scrip- 
tures 4aily, So that Chriſt his ex- 
hortafien is this in effect. If ye 
chin] ke(indeed)ro haue eternall 


life in- the Scriptures, then 
A 4 ſhew 


©Pro,. 2, 3+ < 


f At 17.1 


| CY SEA FE I SP.” 
*F Is mo,” 4 my Bo 
T, . "HE - yVp 
watt 
> ew = . 


— ——_ 


falvation by your diligence in 
reading, or hearing them read. 
This pointe requireth much 
- preſling in thele times, where- 
in too many are like thoſe, 
whotn Iſaiah taxeth. s V Vho, 
being covered with a ſpirit 
of ſlumber, dreame of eca- 
ting, but when they are a- 
wake their ſoules. are emp- 
tie; Yet when a Booke is of- 
fcred rhetn: to be read, they 
refuſe,laying either The Booke_ 
is Sealed, as doc the Papilts ; 
or , They cannot Reade , as 
doe thouſands of irreligious 
people, whoſe carcleſneſle 
eo heare the Scriptures read, 
(diſcovered by their late com- 
— [Ii ming 
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ming to the Chuell, where 
. the Scriptures be read, and 
their readineſle ro heal the 
reading of vaine Bookes and 
Ballides) doth manifeſt their 
waar of religious zeale, to 
ſupply their difabilicy rorcade 
tie Scriptures , by diligence 
1n gluing arrendance to the 
reading thereof. Bur there 
may come a time of rryall, 
when the Deafe {hall heare 
the words of the Booke, as 


IS A I A H Prophecieth in vel.r7.1f 


the ſame Chapter. VVhich 
Prophecie implieth, that he, 
who ſayd, He could not 
| reade, ſhould ( yet ) haue 
ſignified delire ro heare the 
Booke read, To prevent 


vehich 


which xyall if; it may lo pl pl TY 
our molt gracious God ) let's 
ya, emulate the reli. 
Ads.ry 15, $10us Jeves, ® who ſo diligently 
{And rs. Y heard the olde Teſtament read 
T in therr Synagogues every Sab- 
bath day, that Chrilt, and his 
q hpoſtlcs ai it not neceſlary 
to quote Chapter, and Verſe, 
when they preached,or wrotc. 
And why ?Becauſe ,by diligent 
hearing the Scriptures read, 
their memoty was fo confir- 
med, that they could prefently | 
ackno\ xicdge every allegation 
to be conteined 3 111 the Scrip- | 
tures. To w ICH ende, v:z: the 
confirmation of memory by 
reading, was the Word of God 


wotinen; Yealo T hat the chil- 
dren 


$ 


dren of Iſrael were commanded 
as well to write Gods words 
vpon the poits of their houſes, 


and vpon their gates, as tobe 


ſpeaking of rhem, when they 
fie, walke,&c. that they might 
lay them vp in their hearts. 
Theſe things I now write, that 
thereby I may ſtirre you, and 
others vp,by reading,torenevv, 


and confirme your memory; 


that it may, vnto your farther 
_ edification, refle& vpon this 
ground of Religio. The Scrip- 
rures be the very Word of God. 


V Vhich/indeed) is, The Princi- | 


ple of all Prmciples Concernm 0 Relit 
on, and therefore 1s'as it ougnt 


co be)eſtecmed accordingly of 


all chat doe the Truth, thart 1s, 
Obey 
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Obey Godin Sinceritie, ſo 29 
they come to the light thereof, 
that their deeds may be made 
manifelt,that they 5 wrought 
\f 8 grto God. Therefore 
|  nortonely Davida King,and art 
fil. z7- 25- o|de man, profeſled'Gods Word 
377 to hauc becnea Lioht to his paths, 

but rhe Spirit alſo, 'by way of a 
Queſtion, doth, with a ſtrong 
aſleveration, afhrme, That young 
men ( if they feare God ) muſt re- 
dreſſe their _ m taking heede to 
them according t3 Gods Word. To 
which our molt holy God, 

ea and to the Word of his grace, 

Wh | 26, 72. ®.bich is able to buud farther, "andto- 
"{G- ge you an mherttarice amongst all 
them which are ſanftified, 1 heartily 


commend you, 


THE 


THE 


'| PRINGIPLE 


F 
ALL PRINCIPLES 
concerning Religion, 


At. 234. 14-15-16» 

I4. But this / confeſſe unto thee, that af 
ter tne way which they call hereſie, ſo 
worſhip 1 the God of my Falvers, be- 
leeving all things which are written in 
the Law and the Prophets. 

£5. And haze hipe tzwards God, which 
they themſclues alſo allow, that there 
(hall ve a reſurrection of the dead oth 

of the inſt, and vninſt, 

i6. 4nd herein doe I exerciſe wy ſelfe, 
to hane alwayes a Conſcience voyae of 
offence tow.iras God,and toward men. 
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xN theſe three Verſes may 
be obſerved 4. grounds 


of Religion, whereof e- 
0 very one is prooved by 
three, apdioot 


theathert 


— —— a_— .—_ ._ 


, © 2 OT NS 
- 4 5 2 ou IG t ang C 
2 I x FER . . _— 2's wah nd % 
s w..” fs AE 
4 5 a. 6} 5 Ly - 
- F rk BOT } 2 5 4 s Q, 
D. pf £<» Sa5 FA 
” 5 1 
- pe x - - 3 


The Principle of all 

full cruth, that if it be beleeved in- 
deed, it perſwaderh the beleever to 
make conſcicnce of {inne, therefore 
allare worthy of duc conſideration, 
Viz. (1.) ThereisaGoad (b by name, The 
God of Abraham,tſatc, and 1:cob) tobe 
worſhipped. (2.) There is 4 Word of God 
(Viz. The Bivie, that is, the Booke of 
Bookes, conſiſting of the olie, and new 
Teſtament) to be beleeved. (3.) Trere 
a Reſurrection both of inſt,aizd uniuſt to 
be expected, And (4) There t a Conſct- 
ence to be tendered. The firſt ground 
hath becne layd as ſurely as I can. 
For none can bereligious,who doth 
not beleeve it. The ſecond is like- 
wiſe to be ſurely layd. For it there be 
no ſuch Ward, there can be no true 
religton, bur ſuperſticion. The Sama- 
het $420-2t ritans * and Athenians> were ſuperſti- 
{ 1pat8 ” tious,. becauſe they worſhipped God 
not according tro his Word. That 
therefore we may haue true ſpirituall 
comiortin our Chriflian Religion, 


In which we worſhip God, let vs be 
well 
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P rincip tes Concernno ___ 


well perſwaded, that oh Bible is the 
Word of God. That impoſter Maho- 
met, to make the Turkes ſuperſtict- 
oully to regard his 4/choran, Compile 
led by bimſclfe,a /ew,and a Neſtorian 
cio, ſo plotted with his Come» 
plices, that having told: the Turkes 
chat God would {cnd his vadoubred 
Word about a Camels necke our of 
the Wilderneſle, betore the Sermon 
was ended, a Came!l cams into the 


Church with the A4/choran about the 


necke. Were not the Bible the vn» 
doubted Word of God,we Chriſtians 
are the moſt abſurd in our Religion 
of all other. For we make hima God, 
and our onely Saviour,whom we ac-_ 
knowledge to have becne a man,and 
crucified. But if it be, then may wee, 
with comfort, avow our Religion, 
againſt Jewes, Turkes, and Papiſts, 
That we may be well grounded in 


this point, I haue determined to 


pos it not onely by the other three 
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The Principle of all 


der of proofes which Chriſt obſer- 
veth, 70h, 5,31. to 39. With which] 
will begin as being moſt worthy in 
regard of the Author and as ſhewing, 
that the Bible, which 1s the Word 
written, may be prooved to bes the 
? Word of God, by like Arguments as 
i Chriſt prooveth himſeifero be the Z- 
MY om” ternall Word © made fleſh, thar is, the 
|; "il Mefs:4h. Which he prooverh oy 4. 
teſlimonies, i. Ot /ohu Baptiſt, 2. Of 
his owne Workes. 3, Of his Fathers 
And 4. Ofthe Scripcures. In 1mitati- 
tion therefore, ler our firſt proofe be, 
The Teſtimony of the Church, 
which, throughovr al! ages, hath a-_ 
vowed the Bible to be the vadoubted 
Word of God. Now all true Chriſti 
WH: ans reioyce in the Church, as the 
et Jewes did in !chn Baptiſt. For it is 
WEI Fim-3S- Tp, pallay of truth *, Not becauſe the 
Church ſupporteth the Scripturcs, 
{o as to bethe Word of God, as P4- 
p15 would make vs to beleeue. Nay, 


The Scriptures (upport the Church, 
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Printiples concern Religion. 
fo as ro be the Church of God. In» 
decd, if there be no other vſe of a Pil- 
Jar butro {opport, then that place of 
1 774.3. 15. might ſecme to make for 
the Papiſts; but there is another vic of 
aPiJlar, vis. To have that written, 
or engraven therevpon, which 1s to 


be remembred for ever, As in Kev.3, Reel. 4. #4; 


r2. Chriſt fayrh, in that overcometh, 


1 will make a Piliar in the Temple of my 


Ged, How ? 1 will write vpon him the 
Name of my God, and my new Name. 
Indeed, The true lenſe of thatto Tie 
mothieis this ; As a Pillar doth pre- 
ferue rhe memory of thoſe ——- 
which arc wricten thereon ; So the 
Church preſerveth Truth commen- 
ded therevnro: This ſenſe the __ 
tr (elfe doth intimate;For(laith Pas! 
Theſe tnings I write, thar, if I tarry 
Jong, thou mayli know how to be- 
hauz thy ſelfe in the houſe of God, 
that icbeing che Church of theliving 
God (theretore ever-Jiving) may,as 
a Pillar,preſerue Truth which irleat« 
nert? 
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fl TYLAEC ſl Fi alledge the Cotncell of Nice in 


nerhofchee, Henceir ts that Auf? in 


moaued with the C "Sor crevite, T hus 


[trize with matter cauſe with cauſe rea- 


im ear ſelues. 
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ſayth, { bad nst belecued the S criptures 7 
' to hanebeene the Word, had 1 not beene | 


was he mooved indeed, when he firſt 
turned from his Manichiſme : Bur 
when he was tctlcd in Religion, thus 
he writcth to Maximinus. MNeither 


preiuzice of the matter , nor you the 
Conmnrcell of Ariminow, Let matter 


fon with reaſon , by anthoritie of the 
Scriptrires. And in another place. 
Reade this out of a Prophet, out of a 
Pſalme,out of the Law,out of the Goſpel, 
out of an Apoſtle ;, Thente recite 1 the 
Church diſperſt over the whole world x 
and our Lord ſaying, My /heepe beare 
my voce. $9 that Auſt Gid likerhe | 
Samaritans , who, atthe firlt, beleeved | 
Chriſiroberhe Meſs:ah tor the ſaying. |! 
ofthe Woman, bur afterward, they . | 
. profeſſed. © Now wee beleeue, not be- | 
cauſeof thy ſaying 5 For wee bane heard | 
Now 
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mcr,® converteth the foulc \bbeing x Coc.3.4.9 


tily vpon the ſpiric of man. Heb.4.12. 
For ir accompanierh the ſame,71/a.5g 
| 214f0 as a man 1s compelled to ac- 
| kng£ wicdg the power of Gods word, 


when it is faichfully preached, 1 Cor. 
| 4. of = | B p T0. The 
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*Principles concernine Reliown, = pal 
Now then ler vs We to the Reaſon. 2. 
. ſecond Teſtimony trom the proper 
workes ofthe Scriptures, which is 
greater then the former, as was the 
ſecond Teſtimony , which Chriſt 
pleaded. I will nowtake knowledge 

but of two proper works ofthe Scrip 

tures. The former is; Though they 

be, for the moſt part, very _ % 
plainc, yer{like God) they be migh- 

Ly 13 operatien, For the word of God. 
ſiwply preached is the power of _ 
God Ic being like fire,and an hams * 2 Cor.z 4. 4 
not carnall, caſteth downe imagina-* _— _- 
tions exalied, and bringeth cvery *Plal.1g.7, | 
thoughtro theobedience of Chrifh. *2 Cor. _ 
Fort isthe {word of the Spirits; be- « pph's. 47. 
cauſe the Spiric of God, being au- 
thourthereot! by ir worketh migh- iPct.1-37, 
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Theothecr is, They prophecy ma» 
ny great things, which are accom- ” | 
pliſhed in due time. As the bondage | 
of 1/raelltn Eg ;pt, Exod. 12.41. Cap- 
tivity inf Babilon, Jer. 29.10, The ſuc- 
cellion of foore Munarchres, Dan. 2. 
37. 10.40. Commtng of the Meſ5i2h, 
Dan 9. 24-7 5-26. Calling of the Ger- 
tiles, Iſa. 2.2.3. And revealing of 4#- 
ztichriſt,, 2 Theſſ. 2.7.8. that rs, the | 
Pope revcaled after che removall of | 
the Emperour from Rowe. So that, | 
WS: as God was acknowledged fo ro be, 
= D325; 47. becauſe he,by Daniel, opened(ccretsn 
Wet 1 and a Prophet is to be acknowled- 
rt) fe 2cd ſo to be,if his Prophecy cometo 
Bn Deat.r?. paſſer, I may conclude, thar, becauſe 

lt hd 2c. Oman y,andegreat Prophecies inthe 
Scriptures are duly fultilled, they are 
therfore the vndoubred word offGod 
Ourthird Teſtimony is fr6 the/Fa- 
therthat is God,Gal.1.1 who hath gi- 
ven telitmony to the fcriptares, vgv4. | , 
_ pace, & by his wonderfull works, He 
gave teſtimony viva veceto the Þld 
Foliament; wherthe gaue the Dyca- | 
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Principles concerning Relioton, 9 

| logue ©. Whereof the Prophets, and * Dent, 5,2 
' thereſtofthe Scriptures are explana- 
tions, ſothar as Law,and Prophets ts 
here (per Synechdecher ) pur for the 
whole old Teftamenr,ſo elſe wher is 
Prophets onely ?. So thar, as the 
wholc lumpe, and branches be holy, 
if the firſt fruites, & roote be holy 4: (Rom 11,15 
Sothe tettimony given v4va voce to 

| theDecalogue, is an authorizing of 

| . the whoſe olde Teſtament,Godlike- 

| wiſe viva voce ganc Teſtimony to 

the new Teſtament, when,by a voyce 

out ofa cloudr, heſayd This i my be-,,, MW 

] | *Mate1 7,5 

loved Sonae,in whom I aw well pleaſed, 
ke i-e him. \Wherein ſhould weheare 
him ? To wit, [nthe Goſpell, which 
is The word of Reconciliation® by fOf- t,co,;. x9 
givenefle of our (innes, andis there- 
fore worthily called The word of 
C hrift*, Which reconciliation 1s 1N- + Colof. 3.16 | 
timatced in theſe words. 1» whom 7 
- 4m well pleaſed, This word of Chrilt 
is contayned inthe new Teftament; 
Therefore, by this voyce, teſtimonie 
3 Þ is 


? Afts.26, 25 
Ephe, 3,30, | 
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1s thereunto given, This inference i is 


| {ibn yok  cofirmed by che Apoſtle Peters, Who * 


”" by r1is voyce, proveth, that the A 
poſtics followed not deceiveable fa- 
bles, but opened the power, &com- 
ming of Chriſt. Godalſo g20e tefti- 
mony therunto by wondertulworks. 
For )if Antiquity may be beleeved:) 
He confirmed the old Teſtament by 
this miracle. Pfolorzy King of E2ypt, 
hearing the books ofthe Jewes high- 
ly exalted, (ct 76, learned Tewes in 
{2 many places, ſoas they could nor 
conſerre, to tranſlate thoſe bookes 
out of Hebrew into Greeke, When 
they had done, the 70. tranſlations 
ſoagrecd word for word, as if all had 
conferred, & 3 greed ypon one tran(- 
lation. The number of the bookes 
being thirtie nine, The paucitie,and 
amvigniry of Hebrew wordes, and 
experienccof diverſity in rranſlacing 
farre more intelligible language,co- 
ſidered, thisis a a miracle. Tou- 
thing tne new Teltament,the Text 

Ko 
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Principles concerning Religint. 11 
| {ayth plainly that” the Apoſtles prea 7 Mark 26.1 
' "| chedevery where; AndtheLord co- 
{ firmedtheword with fjgncs thar fol- 
lowed : therefore God gauereſiimos» 
nie tothe new Teſtament by won- 
derfuli workes. Here Papiits may be 
anſwered, who rcquire vs toſhew by 
what miracles, wc confirme our new 
Goſpell, T anſ{were ; Indecde,if the 
Goſpeil,which we preach, were new, 
as they (like Tewes *) doe tcrme It, ae as 
thenirt is tobe confirmed with new 
miracles, or not to be received : But 
being the ſame which Chriſt, & his 
Apoſtles preached, it is {o ſufficient- 
ly confirmed by the miracles which 
Chriſt, & his Apoſtles wrought, thar 
wee ,, with Auſtin ® call him a wen- Aug de Gif 
der of men who now requireth mi- 2% 2%» 
racicstothatende. = 
God gaue teſtimony both to the 
old, and new Teſtament by preſer- 
ving them miraculouſly, Touching 
the formeritis to becon(idered,thar 
Iiraell was ior a long (eaſon, withonr 
+ (op Bay the 
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[I the true God, without Prieſt torteacta 
{ip 20915. and without Law?. Is 1tnotaſpeciall 
1 worke of God, that the Scriptures 
tizen being were preſerved, and that 
in purity ? Andthe rather, if we con- 
lider how defpaitcfully Jehozakiom, cut 
and burnt /ere2c5 TOUIE, /er, 36.23, 
itiz yer more remarkeable that the 
pcople of God were capriues. 70. 
! ſew 29.102 YEares In Babyloz.e, whether allo the 
i (Fja2d 27.22. holy veilels were carried. How were 
We the Scriptures preſerved 2lthis while 
oth« rwile thin by the wonderfull 
providence of God ? But it is moſt 
admirabic, that Teruſalem, and the 
Temple were twice del{.royed, once 
i King 25, by Nebuch ian 2218 ſervanid, and d- 
EL puke 194 47 gaine atter Chriſt his aſcenſion, and 
("MI *94+ yerthe holy Books kept in the Tem- 
ple are pr: ſcrved, Touching the lat- 
ter; It is not vnknown, that in the firſt 
Wk in: o to. 2BEs 0ithe Church * there were grie- 
WF ezcrts, p30. vOUS perſecutions for three hundred 
W yearecs, byten Tyrannicall Heathen 
 Emperonrs of Reme,whereof(it may | 
— Md bd-4 
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be) Chriſt prophecyed,when he told 
the Churches they fhould have tri- 


| bulationfren dayes, or times. How *Revel. 2.48 


were the Sciiprures preſeryed all 
this terrible time, orher-wiſethan by 
the wonderfull providence of God? 
Againe; Since thoſe ten perſccuti- 
ons, Antichriſt thePope harh exetc1- 
ſed his ryranny over the Churches 
for the ſpace of avour. 909. yeares. 


Vndera ypc of a King, Damels PrOe 2 Dan.11, 
phecycrh of kim, which is to be con- 3 1.36.37. 


{idered. For it is ſayd ; His heart ſhall 
be againit the holy Covenant; $9 
the Popes hcarr 1s againſt the nevy 
Teſtament in Chriſt his blond, to c- 
ſRablith his merits by workes, It 1s 
alſo fayd, On tnat King's part armes 
ſhall jtand, as now they doe on the 
Popes part; and they [hull pollute the 
Sanctuary, aud ſet vp the abhominable 
aeſolatien: So doth the Pope, pollute 
the Churches,and ſetteth vp hisab- 
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magnified himſelfe aboue all. Doth not 
the Pope all this ? Laſtly; That King, 
In place of the God of his Fathers, honou- 
red the God, Mauzzim :Doth nor the 


bread in place of the true God ? But 


King to bea type of the Pope ? Be- 
ſides the many agrecments noted, Tt 
15to be obſcrvcd, that howſoever all 
things,writren of fthat king were truc 
according to the Jetter : yer Chriſt 


deſolation ſpoken of by Daniell, /{and in 
the holy places Ge. Whereby hee ap- 
plicrh this Prophecy to the deftruc- 


by the Romanc Emperour, as doth 
more plainly appcare 1n Luke 21. 20, 
conferrcd with Dax.9.26.27 Divines, 
not without Analogy, apply this 
prophecy tothe Maſſe, thatabhomi- 

nation (indeede ) of Deſolation. A- 
ob ( o4inc, It is to be obſerved, that the 
Trl. 13-1. Roman Emperour was the firſt beaſt 

WW that 


Pope honour inthe Maſſe a God of 


$i PHate 34: I5e ſoy et b hen we ſec the abhomination of 


tion 'of Teruſajem, and the Temple 


what may induce vsto ſuppole that 
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thatthe Pope is another bealt which 
doth all that the firſt beaſt did; And 
that rhe Church of Chriſt 1s the | 
Houle of God,* as was the Temple. « r Tim.zl 
Sothen, as the Romane Emperour 
deſtroyed the Temple, ſothe Pope 
hath perſecuted, and ſti] perfecuterh 
the true Church of Chriſt. How did 
the new Teſtament, ſo oppoſite to 
Popery, c{cape fo long a rage, and 
reigne? This isthe more ſtrangetheſe 
things conlidered. The old Teſta- 
ment in Hebrew, and the new Teſta- 
menc in Greeke, were ſirangers in. 
I{racl ever [ince the Pope was,before 
the Goſpell was renewed. ThePope 
wil! not ſuffer the Scripturesto bee 
read to the pcople in their mother 
rongue, & the ſecond Commaunde- 
mentcondemningthe worſhipping 
of Images 1s in popiſh Catechiſmes 
thraſt out of the Decalogue. So that 
I may conciudethat as Nehnchadnezs 
zar !ackowledged Shadrach, Meſhach, 1 Dan, z. 
and Abeanego to hane beene the ſer-. | 
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vants of God, becauſe they eſcaped 
the fiery furnace : ſo God giveth 2 
remarkeable teſtimony to the Scrip- 
tures, that they bee hisvndoubred 
word, by his ſo wonderfull preſcts 
vation, 

Now its time to proceede to the 
teſtimony of Scriptures, Bur firit I 
will anſwerthis queſtion, Isthereſti- 
mony which the Scriptures grue to 
themſelues of ſufficient credit? Yesz 
Wali For the lame reaſons, wherewith 
i j nr, x, Chriſt® iuſtificd the record which he 
i | 24-17-18, bare ofhimſelfe.( 1 ) We know from 
Bb whence the Scriptures came, evcn 
k lp {cog -=j {roGods ſpirit®(2) The Farher(as We 
Air'% have proved) isa witneilc, therefore 
the reltimony oftwo is truc,and con. 
ibn 5 39: ſequetly of credit. Now © Zhriſt ſaichs 


EI gets + lo ets oate rant.) oats es; 


þ The Scriptures, (that is the old Te5ta- 
bU ment , which were before Chriſt ) 
310 tefbifie of me. If of Chriſt, then of his 
þ 44 Word, that is, his Goſpell. For the 
ff 14:25, Woman of Samaria could tell e that 
Alt the my 5:ah, chat is Cheift, when he | 


es. 


 Phets. Here Prophets (as Eph: 2. 20. 


Principles concernmg Religion. 17] 
came ſhould tell vsallchings. It may 
be the had heard, that 2/9/es prophe-= | 
cyed of Chriſt, who wasto be heard \ a0... 
inall things + Beſides, Chriſt is the 7-30 
corner ſtone of the foundation, (that 
is, doctrine ) as of the Apoſtles, ſo 
of the Prophets. Therefore the Pro- 
phets give reſtimony to Chriſt, and 
his word. As Moſes and the Pro- 
phers (that is, the old Teſtament} \o 
give teſtimony co Chriſt, and his | 
word, which is the doarine of the 
new Teſtament : So Chriil in thofe 
words, /ohn 5. 39.doth give an ho- 
nourable teſttmony tothe old Teſtas 
ment, ſaying, 11 thews ye thinke to haue 
eternall life. And two of the chiefe 
Apoflles give likewiſe teſtimony to 
the old Teftament, For Peres ſayth * *zPet, a 
Wee haue a mo#t [are word of the Pro 


is put forthe whole old Teſtament. 
And Paul (ayth f The whole Scripture (Tin f 
is given by inſpiration. Whereby the 
old Teſtament, without doubr. is 


4k ſignified, 
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The Principle of all 
ſignified, & the new Teſtament may 
be vnderſiood. 
Having finiſhed this courſe of Telti- | 
monies corhe word by way of imita- 
tion as well as I can, lam now to 
| ſhew how the other three grounds 
W-4/on 5. doe prouc this. The fiſt is, There 7s 
4 God tobe worſhipped, therefore there 
is a word of Gad to be beleeved. There 
be many Gods, ſo called © Every one 
hath his preſcribed worſhip, where- 
' byheishonovred according to his 
owne minde, as Saturne had his S$4- 
zurnalia,and drunken Bacchus his Bac- 
"chanalia. Y ca,rhe Scriptures intimate 


Or. 8.5. 


t. 12,30 FUE God forbiddeth his pcople * to | 
enquire how other Nations ſeryue | 
their Gods. Now can wethink that | 
our. grear, and onely truce God 1s leſfe 

zealous of his glory, tien falſe Gods 

be oftheir ſuppoſed honour 2 Hea- 
then men coneludedotherwiſe, For 
when they heard that che Samaritans 

| WCtrce 
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Principles concerning Religion. i9 | 
Were devoured by Lyons, they dee- | 
med the cauſe was, Not worJhipping | 
' the God of the Land ifter his owne man- = 
ner y. Gad hath made all things for — | 
hisowne fake, yea even the wicked *? ** | 
for the day ofcvill =, thar he may be * Prov. 26.þ 
elorificd, as by allrhings made, ſo Þy 
the tult condemnatio of the wicked, 
T herefore he hath given a Word, 
thacby holy Worſhip, according to 
ir, he may be glorified. For by ſuch | 
worſhip eſpecially is He glorified *, *><v#-29.Þ 
and thereforc the Glory departed *** [if 
from 1/rae/, when the Arke, before 
which /rae/ worſhipped, was taken | 
by the Phili/tims® : So thar God did * 2 529-44) 
iuſtly forſake the Getitiles, becauſe, — 
when they knew hin-by his Workes ' 
of Creation ©, they did not glorific cgom. x. 8! 
him as God, by worſhipping him ac- &«<- |} 
cordingto his will. Thar this conſe- - 
quence may yet betterappeare to be 
good, it 1sto be ducly obſerved,thar 
immediately after Gog, in the Deca- | 
togue 4, required Worſhip —_— iExod.20. 
0 ww 
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him. onely, he commandeth that 
worſhip to be according to his word, 
and nor by mans inventions : And 
that, where God forbiddeth to in- 
1-4 quirc how o:her Nations tcrue their 
Dear.r2.30, Gods,* he commandeth totake heed 
3: to his Word, And laftly, that when 
Bj Godcommanded his people ro ſanc- 
IS tifie him, he preſently commanded 
IQ Ifa.8.13.16, to binde vp the Teſtimonyf, and ro 
Rl ſcale vp the Law among his Diſct- 
| ples. For (indced) no Booke doth {9 
Hb _ glorthie God as dothithe Bibſe,cherc- 


; 
i 


FL 
S 
4 


ſ 


| 

"Wi R $/7oke 7: 18. forettisthetrue Word of God 8, Att 
that is ſaid, being well conlidcred, 
this coniequence 1sgood. There 154 
God, to wit, /chovzh, therefore there 
15a Word of God,viz: T he oldeand 
new I'cftamenr. Md 

{| FI Theother ground,and conſequence 
(A; wo is rhis. There isa Rerredtion ofthe 
[it 8, and vniuſt to be expetted, there- 
fore there is a Word of Gad, that is, 
the Scriptures, to be beleeved.. For 


howlſoever Cicero held the Im mor 
te 
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, come, and ſpoken to them they ſhould not 


Principles ca concernin * Religion. 21 | 


licic of the ſoule ; yet the Athenian 
Philoſophers deemed the reſurrecti- 

on ofthe bodie to be an vnheard-of _ 
points, For, indeed, it is an Article * A. 17.14 
of Cliriſtian faith, and not a Tenex 3* | 
of riaty#all reaſon, So that the $addu- f 
ces (thoiigh ewes) reieed iti, Thers Mar. 23. 54 


4 
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foreificbe ai Article of Faith, rhen | 
the Scriptures,being the only booke, 
thar doth clearely avouch,and proue _ | 
It, muſt needs be the word of Fairh, | 


| Againe; Why mull there be 4 Reſur- x 


retion ?Thatthe iuſt may ariſe vnto 
life,and the vniuſt viito condemnati- _ 'S 
on Forthelaſt day is, The day of * Tots: ig. | 
the gerictall declafatioti of the "uf ba 
indgemefitof God. Now that God a | 
miay appeareiuſ when he iudgerh, it I} 
1s requitite, that he make his Will 
knowne by his Word ;For where no | 
Law ts, there is no cranſprefſ on ®, = Rom(4. 154 


Therefore ſairh Chriſt, 1f 1 had not 


hage bad ſunne®: but now they have *Ioh. 25. 2 
no cloake for ſinne. The Gentiles © 
C had 
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FRom.2; 12; had notthe Law *, howcan they be 
$-+'75* indged? Yes, becauſe they haue the | 
[ cife& of the Law written in their 
. | _ hearts. 
| F eaſor7- Thethird ground,and conſequence 
1; 108 is this: There & 4 Conſciente to be ten- 
dered, therefore there is alVord of God 
 tobebeleeved, For the Spirit of God, 
which ſpeaketh in the Scriptures, ſo 
inlighencth the mindes of Gods peo» 
ple, that the Word worketh vpon 
15: _rheir Conſciences, That as face an- : 
185% Proy.27-19« { yereth face in Water .So where the 
tilt Soirit ofthe Lord is, there is ſuch li- | 
WHE- + Co:3.r7: bertied, thatis, Freedome from the | 
” vaile over our hearts,that we behold, 
as inaglaſſe, the glory of the Lozp 
with-open face,and are changed into 
qd! , the ſame image. Sotharthe Apolile 
MO * doth preſently affirme,: T hat having 
Fi this Miniſtry, he did not handle the 
Word Aeccitfully, but in declaration 
of the truth, he 2pprooved himſelfe 
"| ra every mans Conſcience. In ano- 
MEG 43 1.05,4.9. ther place,ſhe thus wrireth, He = 
[ By 
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 Yeſpiſeth theſe things, de(piſeth not 
' man dur God, who hath cven given 
you his holy Spiric. Which is as if he 
ſhould ſay, T he Spirit of God,in your 
reading, cannot but acknowledg the 
{ami Spirit in me writing, theretors 
take heede how yee deſpiſe thefe 
things, It may be obſerved, that the 
more godly any is, the more readily 
doth his Conlciencereflc& vpon the 
_ Word. Which 1s intimated by the A- 


polile;laying,: I ſpeake Wiſedome a- x Cor; i : 


mong them that are perfect. Nay;the 
 Conlciences of them, who are not 
perfect, are mooved by the Word. 
The vnlearned man, the ſecrets of 
whoſe heart are made manifeſt by 


Prophecy =, (that is, powerfull Prea: « 1 Cor 14; 


chin the Word) is compelled, in 2+ #5 

Conſcience, ro ſay, God is in the 

Preacher indeede: And 4 2riÞpa was 

by Pauls Preaching, ( thoag h he a 

priſoner) compelled, in contetis, 

to ſay *; Almoſt thou perſwazeſt meto . gg, ic. 

become a Chriſtian. So that the con- 27.39. 
C 2 ſcience 
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The *Principle of all _ 

{cience giueth an evident teſtimony 
torhe Word of God. All then duce 
ty conſidered, we rtiay colle&; and 
conclude; &Cc. | = 8 
Firt,ifthe Church of God,through- 
out all ages, haue avouched the olde, 
and new Teſtament to be the Word 
of God. Secondly, if, howſoever the 
Scriptutes be for the moſt part, ſini- 
ple, and plaine, yer, Gods Spirit wor» 
King by them, they be mightie in 0-' 
peration. Thirdly, if the Scriptures 
conteine many Prophecies of great 
things, which accordingly came to 
paſſe in due time. Fourthly, if God 
gauc teſtimony tothe olde, and new 
Teſtament, by 4 voyce from hcaven, 
Fiftly, ifhe confirmed them by miras 
cles. Sixtly, if he have wonderfully 
preſerved them vato this time. Se- 
 venithly, ifthe olde Teſtament giue 

_ reſtimony tothe new,and thenewro 
the oldezas Moſes to Chriſt,and Chriſt 
to Moſes, Eightly,ifit follow,that, If 
here be aGodto be — 
oO IRENE Pn ne "IPA IO of: ne 
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The God of 1/7ael, there mutt necdes 
. bea Word, viz: the Scriptures, thar 
according to them he may be wor- 
ſhipped. Ninthly,jif it be a good con-« 
ſequence, A Relurreion of the 1ult, 
and vniuſt is to be expeRed,therefore 
there is a Word of God, viz. the 

Scriptures, that God may appeare 

_ lyſt, when he iudgerh in the laſt day ; 
Andrenthly, if this be a ſound Em 
thymeme, There 15a Conſcience, ther- 

' forethe Scriptures be the Word of 
God ; Becauſerthe Conſcience, both 
of perfect Chriſftians,and other,doth 
giucan evident telumany to them; 
then, There isa Word of God, v/z. 
theolde, and new Teſtament, to be 
belceved, 

Here(perhaps) ſome would expect 
arcſolution ofthe queſtion berweene 
the Papif5,and ys, touching the 4poe 
cryphall Writings, viz. E/aras, Tobit, 

ec. Whether they be parts of the Ca- 
nonicall Scriptures,or no. Ttoid you, 
when I firſt entred vpon this Texr, 

C 3 that 
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The Principle of all 


that it offererh ivſt occaſion of dif- 
culling many points of Religion, fit- 
ter for the Schooles, than for this 
Auditory : Yer becauſe many take 
occaſion ro deeme thoſe Writings 
ro be Cinonicall, becauſe they are 
ordinarily bound in the mid{t'of 
them, (notwithſtanding the wall of _ 
jeparation,prudentiy and provident- 
ly ſct, by Aothoritie, berwcene the 
Bookes of the olde Teſtament, and 
chem,] meane, the title | 4porrypha | 
with a declaration of the meaning. 
therof, | will ſkew you my 1yudgment 
ina few words.I deeme them,or moſt 
of them, Writings worthy of reve- 
rend cflimartion for their antiquirie, 
and many things worthy diligent 
rcading: Burt I denythem to be Ca- 
nonicall, that is, the wordes of God, 
or Rules, whereby our Faith is to be 
ſquared. For we are ro be builded 
oncly vpon the foundarion of the ; 
Apoſtles, and Prophets, Chriſt him- 
'Epheſ:2. z0. {clfe being the corner ſtone 7, For re- 
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- yerence to thoſe Writings, and for. 
my words ſake, forbeare to note ob- 


liquitics in them, ſuch as arc ſufhict- 
ent ro demonſtrare that they be not 
endited by the Spiric of God. I there- 
fore delire yor to conlider but rhis 
one Argument. It they be parts of 


Canonical] Scriptures, they are parts 


either ofthe olde, orofthe new Te- 
ſtament: Bur they are parts of net- 


\ ther ; Therefore they arc no parts of 


the Canonicall Scriptures, | never 
hcard that any Papi/t affirmed them 
to be parts of the new Teſtament. 
And (indeed ) their antiquitie, and 
contents doe maniteft char chey were 
written before any part of the new 
Teſtament was written. To proouc 
that they be nor parts of the olde 
Tcltamenr, I will not vrgea reaſon of 


Hierom ” VIL! They arc not I the z I;Prelo | 


27 


Regiſter of divine Bookes, which Galeato, 


' the /ewes preſerved: but deſire this to 
be c6(idercd, that they be in Greeke, 


whereas all the Bookes of the olde 
elite 
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The Priciple of all 


Teſtament be in Hebrew. So (with- 
out donbt) hadrtheſe beene likewiſe, - 
had they beene written by inſpirati- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt. For the Ora- 
cles of God, the giving of the Law, 
the ſervice of God, and the promiſes 
 , pertained to the /ſraetites?. If theſe 
were amonglithem, ſhould they not, 
have beene in the ſame Language? 
Againe; TheLaw,and the Prophets . 
were read in the Synagogues of the 
1. Jewes Þ, Tt theſe Writings were a- '| 
v& moneg(t them, ſhould not they alſo | 
haue beene read ? Bur ſurely Pepery 
had nat then prevailcd, to perſwade 
the Scripturesto beread in a ſtrange 
language to the people aſſembled on 
the Sabbath day, Therefore I may 
conclude,that the Apocryphall Wri- 
tings are no parts of the Canonicall 
Scriptures. = 
oP Now am I to proceede on to Vies 
to be builded vpon this ground of 
Religion. Thereis a Word of God, 
wiz: T he Bible,conſiſting of the _ 
an 
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and new Teſtament, to be belecvcd; 
If this he true indeed, then the holy 
Scriptures are to be hig hly eſteemed, 
asthe vndoubred Word of God. For, 
as when we know God, ifwe doe nor 
glorific him as God, he will not be « 
better pleaſed with vs, than he was 
wich the Gentiles: ſo it we acknow- 
ledgeihe truth of this DoRrine, and 
doe not eltceme the Word as the 
Word of God, wee ſhall be iudgedas 
 delpilers of ir, Fornor to regard, as 
we ſhould, is to deſpiſe. As Timorhy 
had beene deſp iſed$, if cacaiien- + 
ding his rough ) the Corinthians had 
not convoyed him on his Tourney 
towards Paul, ſecing he wrought the 
worke of the Lord, as Paul did. And 
Chriſt maketh nor hearing , and de- 
ſ] piling the Word Preached by the ſec- 
venrie® to be zquivalent. How in- 
dignely thisdeſpiling is taken, ſhak- 
ing of duſt, and leſſening of che iude- 
w_ of Tyr us, and Siden, in compa- 
riſon doe demonſtrate, Therefore ler 
Vs 
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_- vs imitate. Davzd, who eſtcemed the 
' © Word better than Gold, yea than 
F :1.19, ro, Much finc Gold f; and the Merchant, 
| | who ſolde all he had tobuy aPearle | 
ate r3-45- of price 8. And ler vs deſerue the 
p- commendations which Paul giveth 
Theſ2az to the Theſſalonians ®, for receiving 
| the Word, not as the Word of men, 
but as the \Word of God. Suppole a 
true religious man had the onely Bi- 
 bleinthe world, would he part with | - 
1t,thinke yee, for the richeſt [ewel in 
the World ? If a Booke being the 
Workmanſhip of a man be worthily 
ſoro be efteemecd for rhe Contents 
ſake, how highly are we to elceme 
the doQrine of the Bible, heing the 
Word of God? But how are we to 
manifeſt our high eſtimation of the 
Word of God ? Not chiefely by bine 
ding the Bible faire, though that 
ſhewerh ſome good reſpec thereof : 
Nor by ſetting it handſoinely in the 
Window,or ſome eminentplace,and 
ncver, or ſc]dome reade therein : But 
_ . by 
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by hearing, beleceving, and obeying 


Principles concerning Religion. 


It as the Word of God. 

In ſuch hearing, twothingsarerc- 
quired, Readic diligence, and Reli- 
gious reyerence. Touching the for- 
mer itis Prophecied ; Thar inthelaſt 
dayes, Chriit hjs people ſhall come 
willingly atche time of Aſſembly, as 
an Army in holy beantie:and, That 
many people ſhall flow to the houſe 
of the Lord *, inciting one another, 
And why ? Becauſethe Ward of the h 
Lord gocth from 7er»/alem, This is Þþ# 
to ſecke after the knowledge of Gods 
will in his Word,asfor treaſure! Ac- 'Prov.z. # 
carding to thoſe Prophecies, The | 
Kingdome of God was Preached, ' 
and every man preſſed vnto it ® after =Luk.16Y 
the comming of John Reptiſt, The A- þ 
poſtics would not goe from Chriſt n, « 1ch, 6.1 
(as lome Diſciples did) becauſe He 57. 6%. 
had the words of cternall life. And 
Cornelis a Captaine, when he heard 
that Peter ſhould tell him what he 
_ ought to doe, ſent immediately for 
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him, and haying called together his 
'  _ kinſ{men, and ſpeciall friends, waited 
[2.1045.6.7 fox him», and were rcady to heare 
=... 7 forhime, ready to hears 
1 whatſoever he ſhould ſay from God. 
1:18 Hereby are condemned ſuch as have 
Mk, ſmall zeale in repairing tothe Word, 
Tt” butabſent themſelyes ypan ſmall oc- 
WE þk.:4.19, caſions, as prooving of Oxen ?, with 
My whom Gad is angry. Such asremem- 
ber notthe Sabbath day, ſo as to diſ- 
poſe of their bufineſle, thatthey may 
be ready in dye rime to attend the 
Word. They will remember, and 
pleade,that ir 1s aday ofreſt, &ſleepe 
the longer that day : But they forget 
that the reſt muſt be holy to the 
$3915 T.ord 4. Yea ſuch are hereby condem- 
ned,who though they ſeeme to have 
ſome mind to heare the Word Prea- 
ched, and therefore caſt to come to 
that betime, yer are nat diligent to 
cometo heare the Word read. As if 
the Word read be not to be regarded 
25 the Word of God, and, As if it be 


not neceſſary that Gods people 
ſhould 
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Princi ples concerns Religion. 
ſhould know, in ſome meaſure, the 
letter; and body of the Scriptures z_ 
Wherevnto they cannot attaine by 
hearing onely thoſe ſmall 'Texts 
wherevpon Preachers Diſcourle, 
Thetefore Chriſtian Churches have 
well 1mitated the auncient people of 
God*, in appointing tlie Scriptures *A& 13. 
tobe read ir: the great Congregatis * 25-22 
ons, ctpccially oh the Lords day, ſo 
as the body thereof may be tead over 
againe, and againe in time. Where- 
vato ifthe people doe not diligently 
reſort, eſpecially ſuch as want lear- j 
ning, Jeiſutc, or Bibles to reade, doe 
they cſtceme the Word read as the | 
Wordof God? = [ 

_ Alecond thing required in hea- 
ring the word, as the word of God, 
is religious reverence. When we pray 
we ſpeake toGod,&then we kneele*, 9 
or ſhould doc : when the word is 
tead, or preached, God ſpeaketh to 
vs, and ſhall we not heare himwith 
. teligious reverence ? We heare the 

- —— Tudge 
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Judge giving a charge inthe Afliſes; 
with vacovered heads, and all civill 
reverence, and ſhall not our demea- 
nure be religiouſly reverent, whett 
God ſpeaketh varo vs in his word ? 


4] cauſe of the preſence of God ſpeak- 
Yd 24 5- ing ourof a burning buſh: * Andthe 

$7 D.IO,q 
S. people were to be ſanAtiftied when 
they werc to meete with God ſpeak- 
ing the tenne Commaundements. 
When we hcare the word preached 
wee are in Gods ſpeciall preſence, 
therefore wee are exhorted by the 
cleſ: 5.1, Spirit to laoke to our feete before We ex- 
ter into the houſe of God, and bee more 
ready to heave, than tooffer the ſacrifice 
"$113 of fooles. And Chriſt Rood when he 
[841 ( ſke4.16. read his text * : but he ſar after, when 
Wn "he preached. Allthis doth ſhew, that 
the word is to be heard with religi- 
ous reverence. Yea there be fome 


ought to be vncovered, that 1s, put 


40es was to pur off his ſhooes be- 


learned Divines, who hold thatmen_ 


off their harts the whole Sermon 
white, 


"TINCIPLeS CONCETNNG "IREUPION. 25 
While. But for my part, I dzre nor. 
preciſely binde the conſcience of a- 
ny man to this, or that particular de- 
mon\ration of religious reverence. 
Though I graunt that a Sermon is 
ro be heard with religious reverence 
as veil as the word read « For Mini- 
{ters of the Goſpell arc the meſſen» 
gers of God (as were the Prieſts of the 
Law * ) and it15 to be preſamed,thar ,,, _...! 
their lips alſo preſerue knowledge, 2 Cor.s. 
therefore people muſt, with religious 7 Cor. 4-4 
reverence, hcarken to the word from » 
their mouth. Heereby are condem- 
ned ſuch as come to Wiſedomes | 
feaſt* withour a wedding garment ®, «Pro g. 3Þ 
that is, due preparation and fitneſle. | 
As allo ſuch as fleepe, ralke, gaze a- 
bour, or otherwiſe have their minds. 
drawne from hearing the word. Is . 
this to haue cither their eyes faſineds 4-2 
yes 

vpon the Preacher, or to hauc hearts 
opened by the Lord © to hearken to «aaag16, 
his word ? -3- 

It is not a ſufficient ctimation of U/e 4! 
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The Principle of all 
' the Wotrd to repaire therevnto with 
diligence, and to heare it with reve- 
rence, except we beleeue it as the 
| Word of God. For if the Word be. 
[1188 not mixed with Faith in choſe thar 
Wat Hebr.4.2 heare ite, it will not profirthem vnto 
':1j either reformation, Zdification; or 
wee conſolation, which are the effets of 
87 2 Corer4, 3. Prophecyf,tharis, of powerfull Prea- 
wht +75 ching, Againe; He, who beleeveth 
481 Joh. r-12, the Word lo astoreceiue 8, that is, to 
WH beleeve the feſtimony rhereof; doth 
IF & 3-23. 34 ſeale that God is true ® : Bur God is 
it'Y true { I may adde, L//olutely ) and to 
ERR 3+4- be iuftificd inf his wordesi; I may 
"1 adde, becauſetheybeabſolutely true as 
God is. Therfofe they are to be heard 
with Faith, reſting vpon them abſo- 
lutely without all doubting of their 
ruth. For the Word of Godis called 
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{| | j | dingly.This isa maine difference be- 
(F tweene the Word of God ( which is 
=— : to 
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Principles comterning (Religion. 
ro be heard with Faith howlſoever ir 
croſſe our iudgement ; for Faith ſur- 
mounteth Reaſon) andthe Word of 
man,which t 15 no further to be bþelce- 
ved, than it agreeth with rhe Ward, 
which is, Truth ic felfc!; For every *Toh. 57, 
man is by nature, a Lyar ®,and there- = gom, z, | 
fore is not to be ioltified in all his 
wordes, $7 that, Gods people may 
awfully (fo icbe with Diſt cretion,and 
Humilitie) examine the Dodrine by 

what Preacher ſocver delivered, whee 

ther ir be warranted by the Scrip- 
tures, or no, if the truth thereof be 
not cvideat to them, as did the no- 
bly-minded Bereaus " Buriftherruch's a9, 7-14 
, the Word be delivered to their 1ts 
Conſciences, then mult they belceue 

it withour any demurring, So the 
Apoſtles beicevcd that Chriſt his 

fl:ſh is mear indecd, and his bloud 

drinke indeed, and followed him *Toh.6.55;4 
without any offence, becauſe he had 51465.67-6 
the words ofcternall life, whereas 0 = 
ther lecming Diſciples were offen- 
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; |: 0 The 1 Principle of yy 
4 ded, and gaueover following Chriſt; 
1 becaule ic ſeemed to their naturall - 
| reaſon to bean hard ſaying-So 4bra- 
'# 4-18. ham abone hope, 1n regard of his olde 
*0:*" 2pc, and his wife's barrennefſe, bur 
|; wnder hope inregard of Gods power, 
| beleeved the Word of God, promi- 
fing tro make him a Father of many 
[5.294 5. 6, ©» Ang So Hezekiah 4 ( though a 
* _ King) was notangry with the Pros 
pher, prophecying moſt grievous | 
chings to him, but belecved his Pro- f.- 
phecy(lo crofl ng natoral affcRions) 
asthe VVord of God, and favd, The 
IVord of the Lord is good. Here I ſup- 
poſe, it will be ſome comfort to 
know how yee may iudge of your 
ſelves in the time of hearing, whe- 
ther the VVord be mixed with faith 5 
Tleſhew you. If your hearts anſwer 
Wt. Gods VVord, as did D:vids, when 
OR. | Plal, 27.8. God ſayd*, Ss ke yee my face, his heart 
111i anſwered, O Lord,7 will ſecke thy face. 
For Faith is ſuch an aſſent to every 
Y'Vord of God, as produceth aftec- 
tions, 
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"Principles CONCEYHI2; Pele, 29 | 
tions, and ations anſwerable co the 
VVord, wherevnto the heart aſſen- 
rcth. Sothat when 7ohr Baptift Prea® _ _ 
 Cherh Repenranccs, wegrieuc inthe 'Math.rr.zY 

ſenſe of finne:and when Chriſt Prea- 017.45. 
cheth the Goſpell, we are comforted 
in hope of forgiueneſſe. 

Hereby arc ade ſuch asare |. | 
like thoſe proud men *, who tolde Jes (I-43: 3-f 
7emy, thathe ſpake falſely when he "ti 
delivered the word of God which 
croſſed their purpoſes. Secondly, I 
Such as be like the Princes, who con. © 2 King.z, rf 
traried the Word of God rouching 217 | 
ſuddaine cheapnetlc of Corne, be- 
cauſe it was contrary to his (eaſuall 
reaſon : Butthe Word was fulfilled, 
and he periſhed. And thirdly ' Moc- 

ers*, which, 19 cheſe laſidupel Will * 2 Pcc.2.3.4 
walke after cheirlults, not beiceving | 
the promiſe of Chriſt his comming 
ro iudgement, becauſe it is deferred. 
_ Yea,fourchly, thoſe weake ones,who 
arc like ro David?, who layd in his Pfal.r16.x 29 


ſcare, All men be I ar 5, Meaning elpc- 
D z cally 
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The Principle of all 
E | clally Sawazel, who annointed him tg 
$[/$$42-1613 be King * : Bur before he gor the 

4 | Crownz, Saul ſo-periecured "tk that 

he doubted of the word which Sam-u- 

e/ had ſpoken. Fiitly, Much more 

are — hag hereby condemned, who, 

out of an humour trouoled by ths 

Word, doe cavill again(t ir, contrary 

tothe Apo'tile /ames hisexhortation, 

Fam, r,21.19 * That we (houli receruc the ord with 

meeknege, and therefore ſhruld be {rift 

to heare ſlow to ſpeake.CFjlw to wrath. 

For !/rath, becauſe the YYord crof- 

{-rh our mind, (tirreth vp the rangue 

vito gain-iaying, and thorny rhe 

V Vord is not beleeved 3s the Wc: d 

of God. Sixtly, Hcreby are condem- 

LITh, ned jnch as ac{payre the time of 

Ry 4 *Hab, 33-4 21,153, and doc not line by Faith Þ, 

11'F waiting forthe appointed time w hen 

the vilion will ſpcake comfort. And | 

| ſeaventhly, ſuch as like the Elgers of | 
| Exck 14.1.3. 1/-ae! <, ſet vp Idols in their hearts, | 
which are ſlum bling blockes of 1 ini- 

Giittie, ſtopping the way —_— 

FIC 


T an{were, many things, Among the 


| - or difficultie, For God is of abſo- 


Principles concerning 'Relivion, 44 | 


the VVord, and Faith, ſo as they 
cannot be mixed in chem that heare, 
I meanc tho{e who heare the Worg. 
with preiudicate opinions, Papr/?sor 
other, who will top their cares, and 
not heare the Ward, fo as to belceue 
itas the Word of God, charmwe the 
eharmer never fo wiſely 5. 
The third thing required to mant- «5, ad 
feſt our high eſtimation ofthe Word, Ki 
15, To obey 1tas the Word of God. 
For co hearethe Word,and not to 0- | 
bey it, is deemed by God a caſting it | 
away ©®, Therefore wee deceiue Our « ; Sam. re: 
felnes, though we be hearersif we bo 22-23. | 
not docrs allo of the Word : But (1am, 24, | 
whart is required of vs that we may 0- 


bey the Wordas the Word of God? 


reſt eſpecially , Abſolute obedience 
to whatſoever the Word commans- 
deth, without making any queſtion, 


late authorittc,and therfore we pray, 
s Thy will be cone on earth, as it is ith 2 Marh,6.1o, 
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[of bervcn: and, His Word is perfe&, 
WPGl19.7.9.4,9 riohe®, Therefore our ab(oluce 
| obedience is not blinde, asis the 0- 
bedicnce of Teſuircs to their ſupert- 
ours, whom they muſtobey,though 
they command rhe killing of Pin- 
ces, not inquiring after the lawfual- 
Me of ſuch a Commandements 
| Bur their ſuperſtitious, and blinde 0- 
: bedience condemanerh vs,if we yeeld 
nor abſolpte obedience to the Word 
of God, which is of abſoſute aurho- 
riric, and airogether without errour. 
fo be-nor the Commandements of 
the Pops, orofany humane Supcri- 
oar whomloover Let vs conlider 
ſame few examples of obedience to 
the Word, a% to the Word of God. 
That vamatchable example of 4- 
braham, may well be /»ſtar omnium, 
who obeying the Word of God, (pa- 
Wa $Gen.22.1-24 red not 7/aac his onely ſonnei, bee 
wlll Ker gortentn hisolde ages, and in both 
1:4 theſe ref; (nes dearely beloved ; ; Yea, 
Wl. Pal.4, 28, the Sonne of Promiſe! : with whom, 
KL and 
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who walke inthe ſteps of his Faith, 


he obeyed. Soalſo it is written in the 
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and his ſeede, God promiled to e-_ . 
ſtabliſh an everlaſting Covenant ® : * Gen-17..3 
But withour pleading any of theſe 
things *,aroſe early to goe to ſacritice = zach.;z2.# 
him, with his owne handes. Now 1 
wheras Abrahamis the Father of allo, *Rom.4, 1 


I will cell you one other example of 
his obedience to the Word of God, 
which is remarkeable too, the rather 
becauſcthe Spirit of God taketn ſpe- 
ciall notice thereof y, ſhewing vs that 
Abraham obcyed God commanding 
him to goe he knew not whither, 
V Vhich laſt words imply, that he 0- 
beyed readily without queſtioning 
wherthcr dangers were in the way, 
and what cammodionus awclling 
was in the place wherevnto he ſhould 
goe; therefore it is (aid, that by Fazth 


Pp Heb.r D. ( 


ſame Chapter, Verſe 17. that .45ra- 
ham offered vp 1ſaac by Faith, Where- 
by the Spirit of God intimateth,thas 
in both theſe obcdiences, Abraham 
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eſteemed the Commandements, ” 
the words of God. I ſhall expreſle 
this paint yet more plaincly by an 
exampic ot Peters waiking vpon the 


Yat- 14-34. Seq at Chriſt his bidding" But note, 
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that Peter perceiving that it was 
Chiif, and not a Spirit, as he, and 


bod fellow es feared, who walked on 


the Sea in the night, ſayd, Maſter, 
{fit be thou, bid me come vnto thee 


on the water. Which ſhewerth how 
hiphly he ctecmed of Chriſt his 


Ward, perſwaded that obeying it he 


. ſhould acither tempt God*, nor pe- 
riſh by going on the watcr. I wil} 
adde but another example, wherein 
yec may {ce both the Wiſcdome of 
the fleſh, and obedience of Faith. 
Naaman was direted*by a meſſenger 
from Fl;/-a,to waſh himſelfe in 197- 

daz for cure of his leproſie; He went 
away murmuring: Bue rerſwaded by 
his ſervants to have due regard of 
the Prophets word, he obeyed, and 


745 cured. 
Hereby 
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Hereby arecondemned (1) rebel» 
lious hearers of the word, who lay, 
The word which thou haſt ſpoken 
vntovs in the name of the Lord,wee : 
will not heare*: bur we will doe whar *Ter.q4-16. bo 
we thinke good, and as our Princes, , 
and Fathers before vs have done, L 
(2) Preſumptuous hearers, who f 
þlefſe themſcives in their hearts», D297 | 
when they heare iudgements our of 
the word againſt their {1nnes, and {0 
addedrunkenneſſero thirſt: but God 
wiilnot be mercifull to ſuch. (3)Hy- 
poctiticall hearcrs, who call one vp- | 
on another *to hearetheworl and « Exek. 33. 
{it beforethe Preacher, as reverently 39. 33+ | 
as others, but they makea icſt of it, 
and will not obeynt, And (4) ſuchas 
pretend obedience to the word out 
of a ſudden flaſh of zealc, like the 
young man? who came running.and y Mark. 26 
kneeling to Chriſt, to know whar he 27.21.22 
might doefor eternali life :Bur when 
Chriſt bad him (eli, and give all to 
the poorc,and follow him, hce went 
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away ſorrowtiull;tor he wasrich : Sg, 


. many, wlicn the: word reprooveth 


them for drunkenneſle, are grieved 
for the preſent, confeſſe it1s their 
fiane, and wiſhthey could leaye it, 
but they doe not. ' - 

I have told you of ſome to be con- 
demned for not belceving, and of a» 
thers, for not obeying the word as 
the word of God ; Now I mult tel] 
you of the Anrtichriſti2n Synagogue 
of Rome, which ſhamefuliy offcn- 
dcth in bath rhoje reſpe&s,tn taking 
the ſecond Commaundemernt our 
ofthe Decalogyue, as hath becne ſaid, 
contrary to the cxpreſſe word of 
God; who giveth this peremptorie 
cnarge = » Whatſogver 1 commannd 


you, take heede you doe it. Thott 
ſhalt, put nothing thereto, nor take 


ought there - from. If the Papif7s did 

elceve the word, as the word of 
God, durli they thus abuſe ignorant 
people! God deliver vs from vnrea- 


Th þ Thef. 3.2, ſonable, and cvillmen®: for all men 


_ have 
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haue not faith. Now ; why doe they 

this ? Even becauſe they are ſo ad-_ 
died to Idolatry,t hart deſpiſing the 

cenſure of Chriſt, Mat. 5. 19. they 

will neither obey this word of God 'F 
themſelues ©, nor ſuffer the people cMaz.g.rg 
to obey it, in not worſhipping Ima- F 
pes. For they feare, thar it it were 
publiſhed in their Catechiſmes, the 
people would, in time, abhorre thar 
babiſh, and Babyloni(h Idolatry, ob- 
ſerving how preciſely that comman- 
dement forbiddeth the worſhipping 
of Images, and how 1calous God 1s 
| thereof. And the more, when they 
know and confidcr, that the whole 
Decaiogue was written twice in Ta- 
bles of Stone 4, with the finger of « xx04. 3] 
God; which argueth the perpetui- 28. and z; 
tie thereof,and that the Commande- — 
ment forbidding worſhipping of [- 
mages is twice recorded by the Spi- 
rit*, as the ſecond of the ten Com- 
mandements ſpoken by God him- 
iclfe. But T pray you take know- 
EE: _ . nadge 


e Deus. 
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viz, Becauſe the Scriptures ſay ex- 
preſicly, that God wrote ten Come 
mandements in the two Tables f,and 
the people.generally know that there 
muſt be ten Commandcments, they 
divide the centh Commanaement, 
and make Thom ſhalt not covet thy 
neighbours wife, the ninth ; and Thou 
ſhalt not govet thy nethbours houſe, 
e>c.the tenth. Note further, I pray 
you ,ascoufenage, ſo groſſe abſurdi- 
tie ; For the Commandement conli- 
ſteth onely in theſe words, Thou {falf 
z0t covet ; Sorhat it is abſurd ro ſay 
that there be ſo many Commande- 


ments as there be obieds of cove-. 


ting mentioned, as Oxe, Aſle, &c. 
Were it not abſard to make two 
Commandements of rhe fifrh, be- 
caule therein be mention+d two ob- 
ie&:, (v:z. Father, and Mother) of 


| Honour, the dutie commanded. If 


It be ſayd, chat Honowr is but once 
commandcd, whereas Coveting 1s 
twice 
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ledge of moſt damnable couſenage, 
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twicc forbidden, yea by as that Co- 
veti::g a neighbours wite 1s firft for- 
bidder 71, as 1t there were a kinde of 
reſpet to the leaventh Commande- 
ment : arg Covcting a ncigkbours 
houſe, is forbidden afrerward, as if 
thcre were 2 kinde of reſpe to the 
cight Commandetment : I anſwer, 
All (yet) is but Coverzys; which is 
twice vrged, bceauſe more knows- 
ledge * ER be taken of the Com- 
ud Wi « For if Paul had not | 
knowne Z#/ to be a finne s, had not s Rom; 74 
this Commandement forbidden it, ; 
how would others haue knowne it? 
Bur further, IT an(were ; That how- 
ſorver, indzed, not-coveting a wife 
be firſt ſer downe Deut. 5.21. yt note 
coveting an hoyle is firſt ſer downe | 
Exod. 20. 17. Which ſheweth that 
not-coveting houſe, wife, &c. is for-. 
bidden by one, and the fame Com- 
mandement. Hauc not we caule to 
thanke God, that we are dclivered 
from Poperyywhichi isthe Myſtery of 
Iniquicie ? | Here 
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Here (ir may be) ſome will grant 
that the Word ſpoken by God, or 


EE Lach.r, + Chriſt, who was God as well as man®, 


is to be beleeved, and obeyed ablo 

Jatcly wichour any doubring, or Gue- 
{tioning : But rchey thinke, That the 
dodtine of ochers is not ſo to be be- 
leeved,and obeyed. Ler ſuch remem- 
ber thar God approoved the minde 
of rhe people, deſiring that G © » 
would ſpeake to them no more him- 
ſelfei, and promiling ro heare, and 
doe whatſoever God ſhall ( peake vn- 
rothem by his ſervant. It may be ir 


will be replied. Yea, we grant thar 


Moſes, Prophets, and Apoſtles ſent 
immcdiatcly from God, or Chriſt, 
their words arc to be beleeved, and 
obeycd abſolutely:But ſo are notthe 
Sermons of Preachers in theſerimes. 
Indeed, the Perſons of ordinary Pa- 
tors, and Teachers, are not tl Im- 

mediately from God, or Chriſt, as 


| were the perſons of Prophers,and A- 


poſtles :Bur their Miniſtery it ſelte 
was 
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was immediately & ordeincd by © ©97-12-Y? 
> Chriſt, wherevnto they having ft Eph,4.t.8 , 
gifts for rhe ſame, are called by the 1.12. Þ* 
voyce of the Church ?, and there- '285.14.24 
 foreto be cſtecmed as Miniſters of q 
Chriſt ®, For they performe the 
fame ordinary worke of the Mini- 
| fltery; in diſpoſing the Myſteries of 
God vnto the #dification of rhe 
Church, which the Apoſtles did. 
Thcrefore the Apoftle exhorterh | 
Gods people » to obey (which ime * Heb-1 3. 14 
plyeth hearing, and beleevins) 
ſuch as had che charge of their 
ſoules. Ifthen people areroeſteeme 
their Paſtors, and Teachers, as the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, they muſt, as , © 
did Cornelizs *, preſume, that they *2**5 
will Preach the Word of GOD, wa 
and be prepared accordingly to 
heare, which implyech beleeving 
and obeying. I grant, that the doce 
erine of Paſtors, and Teachers, be 
they never ſo learned, and faith- 
fall, is ſubie& co errour 5 wheres 


ay Cor. 16, 3 
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as the Prophers, and Apofiles de- 
livered an infallible truth, there« 
fore people may the more diligenr- 
1y ( ſoit be with hamllicie ) try che 
Spirits. But if che truth of Gogs 
Word be declared to their Conlci- 
ences, let them rcmcmber what 
Chriſt ſayrh?, (peaking (nor ofthe 
Apollles, but) of rhe ſeaventie Diſ- 
ciples 5 He that hearerh you, heareth 
me, ad he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſcth 
me. Laſtly, let it be conſidered, 
Whether Naam could have excu- 


Tre Kine, s. IO ied his not-waſning In Terdan 4, by 


ſaying, He was commanded ſo ro 
doe by a meſſenger, and not by the 
ie ix Eliſa; ſecing thar, which 
the Meſſenger commanded, was the 
Word of God as well, as if Eliſha had 
ſpoken it. 


If then Gods people are to ſay one 


to another, much more. to their 
owne hearts, as did rhe people in 


Oh Back 3 3-30. Ezechiets tinie *, ( but with better 


mindes) Let vs 20E, a and heare what 
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# the Word that commeth from the 
Lord, When they goeto heare their 
Paſtors,and Teachers, they muſt not . 
briog with them eares, either Anti- 
Ehriftian to hearken after DoQrines 
| firange, or not grounded vpon the 
| Word ( For Chriſt hts Sheepc know f 
his voyce, and follow him ©: They *Ioh.10.4. (4 
know nor the voyce of a ſiranger, q 
nor follow him) orieching *,to hear- 
| ken after the enticing ſpeech of | 
© ranswiſedome*, as ifrheir fairhde- « ; car. 2.4.4 
| pendeth thereon : Butler them be of * þ 
| Davids minde, who profeſſed thathe 
loucd Gods Word *, but hated vaine * Pri 16,125] 
inventions, Much leſfe arc they ro 
be ſo obftinate, and wicked, asro ſay, 
either in their hearts, or with their 


©2 Tim, 4; of 
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and obey asthe Word of God, then 
fly the Preacher muſt be wiſe to (ceke 
be <<1{-12:9. gutthe wordes of truth =, and fairh» 
FF”  fullco Preach them asthe wordes of 
| Pet. 4 17. Gag®, that is, with all authoritie 2,in Y 
F Cor z, , The plaine evidence of the Spirir Þ. 
| For if any man Preach not according 
; tc: ihe Word, whatreading loever he 
, make {new of. he hath no light in 
$6. 3.:0. him*: And howſoever his afeed 'Y 
b humanccloquence be applauded by | 
oh 45 ag eares, yet he doth bur make * | * 
i I: Cor.2. 17. Merc! aire of the Word of God®. 
(ith Joi Miniiters therefore ſpeake ( as 
V'Ter. 23.28, God himſcife admoniſherh © ) the 
V Word faithfully ; For what is chaffe 
Ml to the wacate? 
wh Veg. Latly; \VhercasT have ſayd that 
Wh © every cne of the afore- mentioned 
grounds Of r: 2ligion is of that power- 
full croh, that if ir be beleeved in- 
, deed, ir perfivaderh the beleever to 
make Contcience of finne, I muſt 
make it $004 tour hing this ground, 
=, Th orc ig 3 aWord of God, to wir, 
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the Bible, to be beleeved. This is 
ſoone done, both theſe Propolitions 


being prooved ; 1. Whotoever be. 


leeveth the Word, as the Worg of 
God, maketh Conſcience of ſinnes 
and 2. Whoſoever maketh not Con- 
ſcience of {inne, belz eveth ner the 


Word, as the Word of God. Tou- 


ching the former, What other canſe þ 
can be ſuppoled why the Word was 
as a fire 1n Jeremy, compeiling him 
ro ſpeak inthe name of God, though 
in a ſtrong paſhon he had faid, he 
would nor, but that he verily belec- 


ved, thar 1 it was the Word of Go »v 


which he was commandedto ſpcake, 
& which comanded him to {pcake ? 
The anſwer which [467aham gane to 
the rich man in hell corments deli- 
ring that Zazarus might be (ent vato 
his brethren to prevent their ror- 
ments (viz. 8 They haue Moſes, and 
the Prophets;let them heare them, that 
is, their dorine) ſheweth plainely, 


thar wh oſoever heareth the words of 


L2 2 God 
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God as the Words of God, cannat 
bur make conſcience of ſinne : And 
Rom: 6. 17. pay} tellech the Romanes ®, that how- 
[ ſocver they had beene ſervants of fin, 
' pyerafrerthey weredelivered vntothe 
forme of doctrine, thar is, heard -4 
; Word as the Word of God, they 
1 beyed that forme from the ec 
j is, made conſcience of ſinne. 2.” That 
j whoſocyer maketh not Conſcience 
of finne, belceveth not the Word tg 
be the Word of God, whatſoever he 
pretend , bricfcly chos appeareth. 
That wicked one who hath Gods 
[YPfal. go. 16. Word in his mouthi, and yer will not: 
ij A be reformed, is iud ped by God him- 
"o ſelfe to caſt his _ behinde him, 
T he remnant of the people of /4u4ah, 
El and their Chieftaines prayed /ere- 
FFcr.4241.2-3 99jah * ro enquire of God whether 
{ [45-19-29-21- they might nor fly into Egypt to ſane 
31 "op [| 3+ 
|; WE ſoles from the Caldeans, protec» 
fting to obey the Word of God whate 
ſaever it ſhould be ; Yet, when the 
YVard croſſed their purpaſe to fly 
into 


- And whentherich manin hell, fuc- 


into Egyptthey would not belecue it; 


ther prefled 4brahim to ſend Laz4- | 
rs, he had this further anſwere;? If 'Luk. 16.3 
they heare not ( with Faith ) Moſes, | 
and the Prophets, neither will they 
be perſwaded thoogh one riſe from 
rhe dead againe. Both the Propoſli- 
tions are confirmed by theſe wordcs 
of Chriſt ®, He that doth evill hateth *Ioh: 3.265 
the light,that is, doth not belecue the ** 
Word as the Word of God : But he 
that doth the truth commeth to the light, 
that bis deedes might be mage mani- 
feſt, that they be wrought accor- 
aing to God, Towhom bc 
glory by allmenin_ 
their obedience 
of Fa1rTu. 


